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SUBJECT: FREE SALE CERTIFICATES 
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1 . IN LIGHT OE POTENTIALLY DISRUPTIVE EEFECTS OE FMG FOOD 
AND DRUG DECREE (NO. 35) 1974, DISCUSSED REFTELS, RE- 
QUEST EMBASSY APPROACH APPROPRIATE OFEICIALS OF FEDERAL 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH WITH FOLLOWING POINTS REGARDING NIGERIAN 
REQUIREMENTS AND CURRENT U.S. PROCEDURES. 

2. THE USG VIEWS WITH CONCERN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THESE 
REGULATIONS COULD RESTRICT TRADE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
NIGERIA THROUGH CREATION OE NONTARIFF BARRIER ON U.S. 

EXPORTS OP FOOD, DRUGS, COSMETICS AND RELATED ARTICLES. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE USG SEEKS TO OBTAIN PMG APPROVAL OP PRO- 
CEDURES CURRENTLY IN USE WITH OTHER U-S. TRADING PARTNERS 
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FACTURERS CANNOT OBTAIN VERIFICATION FROM THE USG THAT ALL 
EXPORTS COMPLY WITH ALL U.S. LAWS, STANDARDS, AND CODES ON 
A SHIPMENT-BY-SHIPMENT BASIS. END FYI. 

3. REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY FMG ARE SIMILAR TO RULES ESTAB- 
LISHED BY A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, INCLUDING SOME IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND, RECENTLY, IRAN. SOME FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
ACCEPTED AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY THE MANUEACTURER AND 
NOTARIZED BY THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'S CONSULATE EMBASSY IN 
THE U.S. AFFIDAVIT ATTESTS TO COMPLIANCE OF GOODS WITH ALL 
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LAWS, AND TO FACT THAT GOODS CAN 
BE FREELY SOLD IN THE U.S. (THIS AFFIDAVIT WOULD SUPPLE- 
MENT MANUFACTURER'S CERTIFICATE CONCERNING STANDARDS AND 
CODES REQUIRED BY SECTION 8, SUBSECTION 2A OF DECREE.) 
MANUFACTURER BEARS COMPLETE RESPONSIBILITY EOR STATEMENT, 
WHILE CONSULATE/EMBASSY MERELY CERTIFIES THAT STATEMENT 
WAS INDEED MADE BY MANUFACTURER. IN SOME CASES IT MAY BE 
POSSIBLE FOR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO NOTARIZE STATE- 
MENT AND THEN HAVE CONSULATE/EMBASSY CERTIFY AUTHENTICITY 
OF CHAMBER'S SEAL. FMG SHOULD BE URGED TO ACCEPT SOME FORM 
OF THIS PROCEDURE IN ORDER TO EACILITATE TRADE AND AVOID 
CREATION OF NONTARIFF BARRIER. 

4. FYI ONLY. SHOULD THE FMG FLATLY REFUSE THIS PROCEDURE 
THE ONLY VIABLE ALTERNATIVE PRESENTLY AVAILABLE FOR U.S. 
MANUFACTURERS REQUIRES THE MANUFACTURER TO SUBMIT TO THE 
U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA) COMPLETE INFORMA- 
TION PERTAINING TO COMPOSITION OF PRODUCT, METHOD OF 
PREPARATION, AND LABELING. IF THE PRODUCT COMPLIES WITH 
THE U.S. FOOD AND DRUG REGULATIONS, A LETTER STATING THAT 
THE FDA HAS NO ADVERSE COMMENT IS ISSUED TO THE MANU- 
FACTURER. THIS EVALUATION DOES NOT RPT NOT GUARANTEE THE 
QUALITY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL BATCH OR SHIPMENT. 

INTERESTED THIRD PARTIES, SHIPPER OR IMPORTER, CAN REQUEST 

A QUOTE CERTIFIED COPY UNQUOTE OF THIS LETTER BEAR- 
ING THE OFEICIAL SEAL OF FDA. THIS PROVIDES AN OFFICIAL 
COPY OF A LETTER HELD IN FDA'S FILES, BUT DOES NOT RPT NOT 
CERTIFY THE PRODUCT ITSELF. END FYI. HABIB 
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